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Project Wet a Great Success

Friends provides regional educators with wat

Thank you to
Carol Short for
= instigating the
partnership with
the Arkansas De-
partment of
Environmental
Quality (ADEQ)
Project WET

wet | (Water Education

Project WET

Curriculum & Activity
Guide

for Teachers)
program and the Friends of the North
Folk and White Rivers so that in
Mountain Home on July 6 this educa-
tional offering took place. Friends co-
sponsored the event at our beautiful
Donald W. Reynolds Libraryand hosted
the beverages, morning snacks and
lunch. Barbara Miller, state coordinator
for Project WET (Water Education for
Teachers) and an ecologist for the
Arkansas Department of Environmental
Quality, led the seminar.

The emphasis of the workshop was
municipal wastewater processing, phar-
maceutical pollution, and utilizing
Project WET (Watershed Education for
Teachers) resources to educate young-
sters on water quality issues.

There were 17 in all dwith teachers
coming from schools around the region:
Norfork Elementary and Middle, to Cal-
ico, Imboden, Green Forrest, Mountain
Home, and Hackler. Billie Majors the
4-H Extension agent attended and a
couple of local citizens from Mountain
Home and Gassville who care about
water quality. In addition Friends was
represented by members Frieda
Schroder, new board member, Ken
Wells, from Louisiana, Marcia Taylor
(Education group), and Linda Jirka
(desk top publisher for our newsletter),
and Chuck and Jane Orvis, president.

At 10 a.m. we all received a guided
tour at the Mountain Home Waste
Treatment Facility, hosted by manager,
Terry Sanders. He was so generous
answering lots of questions. We were
thankful for an overcast sky!

er quality education resources

Sheriff John Montgomery spoke to
the group at 1 p.m. and we had a first
viewing of WehHseew fi
Problem, 6 created by t
Arkansas State Drug Director, Fran
Flener, and the Arkansas Rotarians to
educate the public about the growing
problem of Arkansas teens abusing pre-
scription drugs. This DVD is available
free for raising community awareness
from Sheriff Montgo

Montgomery reported that Arkansas
ranks #1 in the United States, with Bax-
ter County near the top of the list! The
next National Prescription Drug Take
Back Dayis scheduled for October 29.
Montgomery stressed how important it
is to dispose of your old prescription
and over-the -counter medications prop-
erly through their high -temperature
incineration, rather than flushing them
down the toilet or sending them with
your trash to the landfill, where they
eventually enter the waterways and
threaten wildlife and humans.

We were delighted to have Kevin
Pieper and Josh Doolin with the Baxter
Bulletin on hand at different times dur-
ing the day. A great story with photos,
OEducators school ed
appeared in the July 7 Baxter Bulletin.

Eroded riparian buffer threatens fish,
wildlife, and downstream water quality

Friends of the North Fork and White Rivers
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Riparian Buffers Protect
Streamside Environment

Fayetteville Council Member, Sarah
Lewis and John Pennington, Washington
County Extension Agent assigned to water
quality, gave an excellent presentation at
our April 18 meeting on the importance of
preserving and restoring riparian buffers
alongside creeks, streams, and rivers.

A riparian buffer is a strip of vegeta-
tion established next to waterways that is
designed to capture stormwater runoff,
nutrients, and sediments. Additionally,
these areas improve habitat and lessen the
effect of land management practices on
waterways. According to Lewis, a per-
fectly groomed lawn rolling down to a
stream is not a good riparian buffer.

Riparian Buffers continued on page 2



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOrmJmRhoB8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOrmJmRhoB8
http://www.artakeback.org
http://www.artakeback.org
http://www.friendsoftherivers.org
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Friends Annual Meeting Report Riparian Buffers continued from page 1

membership meeting offered both ex-
cellent educational content and the
opportunity to introduce and highlight
partners and friends working to protect
the rivers and streams in the North Fork

Lewis and Pennington talked about
their efforts to get the Fayetteville City

Held April 18, the Friends6 a n n u a | scription medications out of the home Council to pass a streamside protection
and out of the hands of our youth AND ordinance March 2, 2011. According to
to keep our waterways clean and the Fayettevile Flyer, 0 The [passec
chemical free. 6 measure will limit certain activities
within 50 feet of local streams in an
Friends Elects New Officers, effort to prevent runoff and erosion from
Board Members causing harmful nutrients to enter area

and White Rivers watershed. (Read
ORi parian Buffers
Environmenté in th

Friends recognized Jim and Liz
Smith with a plagque announcing their
Lifetime Membership Award and
honored them for their decision to cre-
ate a conservation easement along the
North Fork, assuring that stretch of the
river would remain in its current,
undeveloped state. Jim told the group
of their desire to keep the river
precious for generations to come. He
stated The Nature Conservancy
provided the oOhow
Game and Fish will be stewards of the
plan.

Sheriff John Montgomery recapped
the huge success realized at the July
2010 Drug Take Back Initiative event,
which is scheduled to be repeated Oc-
tober 29, 2011. He credited local part-
ners, including Roller Funeral Home
which donated the incinerator for the
ongoing disposal of unwanted prescrip-
tion meds. Mont go
program is designed to get unused pre-

too anag,ﬁ>arﬁ3hkansas

Protegit gt medhbeh ¢q p e |Watgnyaysysorpe of whighjead to

IS isShibdePand Bruce W. Burr to a three sources of drinking wat

year term to the Board of Directors. Prior to the Council vote, Pennington

held dozens of public meetings at all
hours of the day and all days of the week
to ensure that residents had an opportu-
9 President: Jane Darr nity to learn about and contribute input
to the final ordinance. He said that
property -rights arguments against the
ordinance mostly came from residents

The officers elected for the coming
year are:

9 Vice Pres.: George Peters
I Treasurer: Bill Pettit
1

Secretary: (TBA) who own property near
streamsfi even though they were grand-
Thanks to Gene Dunaway and fathered in under the ordinance.

Since many of our waterways run

The Board and members unani- through rural areas, Lewis said that the
mously thanked Gene Dunaway for his best way to protect our riparian buffers
tireless work protecting the North Fork is by organizing our communities to
and the White Rivers and their tributar- develop a land use planning document,
ies. Clay Parton, who has served as which governing bodies can use as a tool
Board member and newsletter editor for making decisions that might affect

for three years, was recognized for his
invaluable contribution toward commu-
nicating the organi zaYouocan@a mone absui the impa-n d
activities to protect the White River tance of preserving riparian buffers

me r yvatgyshedgBoth ayertakingsa well online at the University of Arkansas:
deserved break.

the watershed.

Riparian Buffers: Types and Establish-
ment Methods

Riparian Buffers Functions and Values

Council Member Sarah Lewis has aPh.
D. in Environmental Dynamics from the
University of Arkansas. Currently, she
holds committee positions as Chair of
the Environmental Action Committee,
member of the Water and Sewer Com-
mittee, member of the Northwest Arkan-
sas Regional Planning Commission, and
member of the Beaver Lake Watershed
Alliance Planning Committee.

John Pennington is county Extension
agent - agriculture, Washington County,
University of Arkansas Division of Agri-
culture, Cooperative Extension Service,
Fayetteville. John is a graduate of Ar-
kansas Tech University where he received
a B.S. in Biology. He receiving a M.S. of
Science from the University of Arkansas

Riparian buffer along Dry Run Creek benefits wildlife, insects, fish, and water at Fayetteville.

quality

Friends of the North Fork and White Rivers
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http://www.uaex.edu/Other_Areas/publications/PDF/FSA-5027.pdf
http://www.uaex.edu/Other_Areas/publications/PDF/FSA-5027.pdf
http://www.uaex.edu/Other_Areas/publications/PDF/FSA-5026.pdf
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Crooked Creek Float Cleanup Trip Stream Teams Make a Big
Volunteers collect 800 Ibs of trash and waste Difference

Join a Stream Team Today

The Arkansas Stresam Teanprogram
enables concerned citizens to become
involved in stream and watershed conser-
vation through education, advocacy and
stewardship. Stream team members re-
ceive training in water -quality monitoring,
stream bank maintenance, and restoration
techniques. As stewards, Stream Team
members participate in and support pro-
jects such as litter control, stream -bank
stabilization, and stream side tree plant-
ings, improvement of fish and wildlife
habitat, and water -quality monitoring.

Friends of the Rivers wants to help you
become active in a local stream team or
to start your own. Contact Steve Filipek,
State Stream Team Coordinator, Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission at (501) 223
6369, 2 Natural Resources Drive, Little
Rock, Arkansas 72205.Forms are also

. N i g : P o : ¢ ¢ online.
Ben Levin inspects the 800 pounds of discarded trash and waste removed from Or locally, you may contact a Friends
Crooked Creek by Friends volunteers and members Board member, or email Bill Pettit , 870-
453-1117.
On a hot Sunday afternooq (June 5) Cleanup host, Friends board Click here to learn more about the
volunteers and members of Friends of member, and Crooked Creek property Arkansas Stream Team Program
the North Fork and White Rivers re- owner, Ben Levin narrated stops along
trieved from Cropked (_Zree_k over 800 th(_e way to point out various st\ream Monitoring Water Quality
pounds of trash including tires, an auto side issues. O0There ) ]
fuel tank, and a porta -potty door. zones of healthy, strong stream bank Dwan Garrison with North Central
Covering three-plus miles of Crooked with lots of integrity and structure, Arkansas Master Naturalists reports they
Creekibe gi nni ng at Kel | yidisedith ether zanesthaving severely ~have established two Stream Teams pro-
ending in Yellville fi the event was degraded or eroded banks along farm-  Viding quarterly monitoring on Moccasin
Friends8§ participation in| ahe. dational Creek in Marion County and .thtle Pigeon
American Rivers Clean Up effort for Creek in Baxter County. Their data is
2011. The dayds final e submitedtothe Arkansas Stream Team
tic crawfish boil prepared by David and  Office, AGFC.
An Ozark treasure, Crooked Creek Linda Lemoine, complete with cold ) ) )
has received national acclaim as one of beverages and zydeco Creole folk Little Pigeon Creek in Baxter County
the top smallmouth bass streams any- music. flows into Lake Norfork. A smaller steam
where. Ideal habitat and an abundance that flows into Little Pigeon Creek,
of crayfish, hellgrammites, and other To learn ways to protect your land wanders through a large salvage yard that
smallmouth bass foods combine to pro- investment, your stream banks and riv-  lies less than half a mile upstream.
duce large numbers of quality fish. er si de sLivingvetfaldnd and Garrison said,
Unfortunately, the State of Arkansas Water in the Ozarks . . .
added Crooked Creek t éudefosStreamsifgplaingde d 0To see i faffcthwater i nfl ux
streamsé list in 2005 because of hi gh quallty,.wetakere'adlngsbothaboveand
water temperature related to gravel below its entry_ point. Tests revz_eal that
- downstream dissolved oxygen is always
mining. slightly higher than upstream due to more
turbulence. The biological results reflect
In Memory the same story, with an upstream good
Friends of the Rivers remembers Judy Gafford Boston, friend and conservationist rating, and downstream r

who died Sunday, March 6, 2011. Judy was devoted to the well being of the North
Fork and White Rivers, promoting riparian habitat and many other water quality is-
sues. An avid flyfisher, and award winning conservation writer, Judy was a lifetime
member of the Federation of Flyfishers, Trout Unlimited, and Mid -south Flyfishers,
where she inspired and led others with her passion for the environment and natural

resources. We miss you Judy. Stream Teams continued on page 4

Lying in a different watershed,
Moccasin Creek flows into the Jimmy
Creek arm of Bull Shoals Lake near MC
8060.

Friends of the North Fork and White Rivers


http://www.ozarkswaterwatch.org/documents/69121LandownersGuide.pdf
http://www.ozarkswaterwatch.org/documents/69121LandownersGuide.pdf
http://www.ozarkswaterwatch.org/documents/69121LandownersGuide.pdf
http://www.agfc.com/fishing/Documents/AST_reg_form.pdf
http://www.agfc.com/fishing/Documents/AST_reg_form.pdf
mailto:troutman@centurytel.net
http://www.agfc.com/fishing/Pages/FishingProgramsAST.aspx
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Cattle Pollute Streams
Really, they do...

Accor di Waer for@eef o
Cattle6, a paper

University of Arkansas, preventing cat-
tle access to streams is advisable to
protect the producers, their neighbors,
and the general
streams are the water source, cattle

cause stream bank erosion and contami-

nate the water with manure and urine.
The sediment and nutrient -polluted
water then flows to the next farm and
eventually enters rivers and lakes
where it can cause algae blooms and
fish kills. o

Additionally, Gadberry says that
water contaminated by cattle can
spread diseases such as leptospirosis.

According to the USDA, alternative

written
Gadberry, Assistant Professor Nutrition,

publ i givers anMiakes

livestock watering systemsfi AC electric

pbmypingssigstems gravity flow systems,
improved cattle crossings, ram pumps
and solar DC pumping systemsi are de-
signed to provide an alternative to wa-
tering animals directly from streams,
open

Read more about assistance
available at the Natural Resource

Conser vat i onGraiegrlands c

Managemen®o .

Preventing cattle from watering in
streams will provide more flexibility in
managing forage grazing systems,
manure distribution, and pasture
utilization, as well as decrease soil
erosion, help maintain stable stream
banks, and develop wildlife habitat
alongside streams.

Join National Prescription Drug Take Back Day

Scheduled for October 29, 2011

Research has shown that Arkansas
has the worst teen prescription pain
reliever abuse problem in the entire

United States. Saturday October 29, the
Sheri ff

Baxter County
participate in the National Prescription

Drug Take Back Day sponsored by the
United States Drug Enforcement
Agency.

This event provides an opportunity
for the public to dispose of expired,
unwanted, or unused pharmaceutical
substances and medications in a safe
and environmentally responsible
manner.

At the Friends of the River annual

meeting, Sheriff John Montgomery said,
desi

0This program i s
prescription medications out of the
home and out of the hands of our youth
AND to keep our waterways clean and

chemical free. o

1 Waste treatment plants and septic

systems cannot remove pharmaceu-

tical waste.

9 The entry of prescription drugs into
the rivers and lakes potentially
harms fish, other aquatic life, AND

humans, since Norfork and Bull
Shoals serve as primary drinking
water sources .

6 s Du@irg the Apel everit Held earlier

this year,
counted and weighed the pills that
were dropped off using pill counters
donated by Magee Pharmacy of
Mountain Home. The total number
turned in were 143,383 pills, weighing
204.5 pounds. Dr. Eddie Dry, Friends
member and volunteers, Blake Byers
and Maude Case from his biology class
at Arkansas State University Mountain
Home joined in the effort.

Facilitating the consistent disposal
of these drug i

DR @f a birQg w&ﬁeFatorlde\dé@ nﬁ* d

2010 by the Roller Funeral Home. A
secure drop box is located at the CID
(Criminal Investigation Department)
Building on 8th street.

Thank you, Sheriff Montgomery and
staff for providing our community with

an ongoing service, keeping these drugs

out of the hands of our youth, and out
of our waterways.

Friends of the North Fork and White Rivers
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Stream Team continued from page 4

Garrison

years, the chemical and biological tests
have been consistent with good to excel-
lent scores for macro invertebrates and

water chemistry typical of a stream flow-

ing

over I

ASUMH Team Adopts Dodd Creek
A new Stream Team formed in the fall

ASUMH Stream Team member examines

Dodd Creek water sample

of 2010 at Arkansas State Universityfi
Mount ain Home,

Selected groups of students have
conducted initial water chemistry tests,

sponsored two creek cleanup events, and
surveyed macro invertebrates to calculate
a diversity index. Macro invertebrates are
animals without a backbone that are large
enough to be seen without magnification.
The team presented their survey results to

students at Mountain Home Junior High
School.

e Hel

reports,

mestone

0The

adopted Dodd Creek, a small stream pass-
ing through the city of Mountain Home and
across campus before emptying into Hicks

SheriffoGeeknvestigators

0OFor

base.

He l

é?uﬁe réjpglr%g tft?eyDot()dtde 1%@?%3? g 1o s

zone (banks) and forming an interpretive
nature trail along the creek. The ASUMH

students are planning to present their

survey results and nature trail proposal to
the college administration sometime dur-

ing the next school year.


http://www.uaex.edu/Other_Areas/publications/PDF/FSA-3021.pdf
http://www.uaex.edu/Other_Areas/publications/PDF/FSA-3021.pdf
http://www.ar.nrcs.usda.gov/news/grazing_07.html
http://www.ar.nrcs.usda.gov/news/grazing_07.html
http://www.artakeback.org
http://www.artakeback.org
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Bluebird Sand Mining Problems Continue

Friends works to ensure water quality while protecting jobs

Friendsis committed to working with
the sand mining industry in the watershed,
working for best practices to assure water
quality and quantity for our future.

To that end, on JuneMiendsAdvi-
sory board members, lead by Past Presi-
dent, Jerry Weber met with Chris Morris,
Bluebird Sand Marketing Officer. During
this first meeting, Bluebird agreed to estab-
lish an open and forthright setting, where
both Friends and Bluebird could air their
issues and concerns. Also attending was
Senator Missy Thomas Irvin who had par-
ticipated in the outcome of the final Gon
sent Judgment Decree issued on March 11,
2011 inThe North Fork and White River
Report, March issue

On June 16, Friends participated in the
public hearing held in Mount Pleasant to
review and hear comments on the NPDES
wastewater discharge and recycle pond
construction draft
redesign of the processing plant and the
level of monitoring required by the permit,
Friends did not appeal and a final permit
has been issued by ADEQ to Bluebird. It
should be noted that this NPDES permit
does not allow the use of chemicals in any

part of the process.

Bluebird now believes they will have to
use chemicals (flocculants) in their wet
processor to help extract unwanted particu-
late fines from the desired sand particles.
Since ADEQ cannot allow the use of
chemicals without the proper NPDES per-
mit, Bluebird must apply for a major modi-
fication to the existing NPDES wastewater
discharge permit to comply with federal
regulations and necessitating additional
public notices and review.

Weber said, AADEQ,
couple of our State legislators have peti-
tioned the court for a consent order modifi-
cation which allows Bluebird to continue
operations under the current NPDES per-
mit, providing that wet processing is oper-
ated in a closetbop mode that would not
use the reclamation pond or discharge proc-
ess water to the watershed until the new

Bluebird was unable to pass the dryer/
scrubber tests, which is likely related to not
being able to operate the wet processor
without the water discharge permit. The
modified consent decree allows Bluebird to

operate the dryer/scrubber while installing
continuous monitoring equipment. The
dryer/scrubber must still pass testing re-
quirements, but will be allowed to operate
prior to and during performance testing
(720 hour limit).

In January, Bluebird added to the air
discharge permit additional facilities/
equipment, which are subject to air emis-
sion regulations and, thus, will not be al-
lowed to operate these until the air permit is
approved. Bluebird has to meet all the
requirements of the final permits or stop
Bpetatfols iurtildssuestaf fesofved.

On August 18Friendswas present at
Mount Pleasant for the public hearing con-
cerning Bluebirdds |
Permit application, an upgrade required in
the final Consent Judgment DegrEeends
made no objections or comments.

pepeni Mi.t Du@s tlbe 8h uiedbs u e d Jgendsleadership strives to meet regu-

larly with company officials at Bluebird
Sand and with Evergreen Processing, LLC
and Unimin sand mining plants around
Calico Rock. Watch for updates on the
Friendswebsite.

Kids Fishing Derby Great Fun

Friends volunteers pitch in with Hatchery and Corps of Engineers

The 2011Kidds
held on Saturday, July 23 at Quarry
Park. The Corps limited water release
from Norfork Dam, while the Norfork
National Fish Hatchery dumped in a
truck -full of trout, including some
from the "big fish" raceway, so many
kids caught fishfi some very big. Swim-
ming-pool sized tubs with fish were
provided for the smallest anglers,
while the bigger kids waded into the
North Fork River shallows.

The Kid's Fishing Derby is the
"funnest" event sponsored by Friends
of the Hatchery. Over 130 kids and
their families participated fieven
though it was hot. For the children of
many single moms, the derby may be
their only opportunity to fish all year.

The success of the derby was due
to the efforts of volunteers from the
Norfork National Fish Hatchery, the
Corps of Engineers, Friends of Hatch-
ery, the contributions of local mer-

Fishing

Der by was

chants, and the assistance of other
local organizations. Many volunteers
were members of the Friends of the

Friends of the North Fork and White Rivers

North Fork and White Rivers. Helping
with the derby is very rewarding.
Everyone had a good time.

nd


http://www.friendsoftherivers.org/downloads/2011-Mar-newsletter_WEB-Friends.pdf
http://www.friendsoftherivers.org/downloads/2011-Mar-newsletter_WEB-Friends.pdf

